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(p. 75). By combining ethnohistorical evidence with artistic images from Mayan 
stellae, ceramic vases, and a cave painting at Naj Tunich, she concludes that ‘‘the 
sexual dimension of Maya life is more plainly visible’’ in the cave paintings but 
obscured in public art where sexual themes are expressed ‘‘in a highly metaphorical 
manner’’ (p. 85). She helps us to understand some of the masterpieces of Maya art, 
such as those from Yaxchilan that are concerned with bloodletting, and, in her 
opinion, with ‘‘the male ruler’s fertility’’ (p. 81). 


Illustrated with photographs and drawings, this collection of essays on the role of 
gender in Pre-Columbian art and architecture is recommended to scholars in 
women’s history and ethnohistory. Although targeted to the college market, the 
book may be too difficult for most history undergraduates. As a whole, however, 
the essays reveal the possibilities of using gender studies to illumine Pre-Colum- 
bian religious beliefs as well as political and socio-economic systems. 


M.K. 


PARTIES AND SOCIAL CONTROL 


Certain Mexican villages have laid permanent claim to anthropologists’ imagina- 
tion, most notably Tepoztlan in Morelos, Zinacantan in Chiapas, and Tzintzuntzan 
in Michoacan. In Power and Persuasion. Fiestas and Social Control in Rural 
Mexico (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1988. Pp. 212. Bibliog- 
raphy. Map. Illus.), Stanley Brandes has written another study of the latter. Never- 
theless, his analysis of fiestas and their role in maintaining social control is quite 
detailed and very interesting, particularly to Mexicanists who have had the pleasure 
of visiting Tzintzuntzan. 


Brandes stresses that although the fiestas ostensibly promote what Octavio Paz has 
characterized as ‘‘a revolt, a sudden immersion in the formless,’’ in fact they 
channel such tensions into performances which are highly structured and ritualistic. 
The result, then, is the very suppression of that which seems to be so riotously 
expressed. The author also includes an excellent discussion of the impact of 
tourism on indigenous festivals. Overall, Power and Persuasion indicates that the 
delightful Tzintzuntzén still has much to treasure and study. 


B.A.T. 


FOLKLORE OF NEW MEXxIco 


Recuerdos de los Viejitos. Tales of the Rio Puerco. Collected and edited by 
Nasario Garcia. (Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico Press, 1987. Pp. 
xix, 266. Illustrations. Glossary. $5.95.) 


Forty miles northwest of Albuquerque, New Mexico, high in the Nacimiento 
Mountains, is the birth place of the Rio Puerco. Flowing southward until it empties 
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into the Rio Grande, the river cuts its way past lava-capped mesas, buttes, 
weather-worn arroyos, and volcanic peaks. Back in the 1760s, New Mexico’s Hi- 
spanos began settling the Rio Puerco Valley, eking out a living primarily through 
farming and livestock production. Always on the margins of existence, victimized 
by Apache raiders, by droughts, and by pestilence, the inhabitants of the area’s 
hamlets--San Luis, Casa Salazar, Cabezén, Guadalupe--endured until the Great 
Depression when many were forced to leave their land. 


Recuerdos de los Viejitos is a collection of reminiscences, folktales, legends and 
oral histories of those men and women who once lived in the Rio Puerco. Orga- 
nized into five chapters that deal respectively with ‘‘the People,’’ ‘‘Tragedies,”’ 
“‘Religion,’’ ‘‘Mischief,’’ and the ‘‘Supernatural,’’ this anthology vividly de- 
scribes the nature and tempo of rural life in New Mexico. Here Hispanos express in 
their own words the fear they had of the Apaches, the powers they believed saints 
and witches had, and the joys and sorrows of simple life. 


The bilingual (Spanish/English) edition of Recuerdos de los Viejitos makes this 
anthology particularly useful for linguists interested in New Mexican Spanish. Pro- 
fessor Nasario Garcia carefully transcribed all the tales maintaining local pronunci- 
ations, archaic constructions, idiomatic expressions, and regional vocabulary. An 
excellent glossary at the end helps neophytes through the text. Life histories and 
genealogies on the various informants help enormously in contextualizing the tales. 


Those interested in rural life and folklore, in Spanish in the United States, and in 
Hispanic folk Catholicism will find Recuerdos de los Viejitos delightful reading. 


RAMON A. GUTIERREZ 

Center for Advanced Study in 
the Behavioral Sciences 
Stanford, California 


AREQUIPA COLONIAL ART AND ARCHITECTURE 


Arold Toynbee, in his volume From East to West, A Voyage noted that he 
attended a discussion on Plato in the Peruvian city of Arequipa. Among other 
things, the reknowned philosopher remarked that Arequipa was one of the two most 
perfectly sited cities in the world. This volume confirms the truth of Toynbee’s 
assessment. 


The reader marvels at the diligence of the author who took every advantage of 
his travels as a diplomat and a teacher to search out in the libraries and archives of 
the United States and Europe every possible document, map and artifact which 
would enhance the theme of this book: the melding of the European and the Indian 
in the Chili River Valley of Arequipa produced a rare example of the union of the 
two races fathering a third which was more gifted than either of the two parents. 


Arequipa was founded on August 15, 1540, by ninety-six Spanish vecinos in a 
rich valley watered by the Chili River and protected on all sides by snow-capped 
mountain ranges with the volcanic cone El Misiti towering over all. _ 


